Identifying needs and services for the aged.
The Assessment and Placement Service (APS) of the Hamilton-Wentworth District Health Council assists health professionals in identifying the needs of persons with chronic disabling diseases, and in finding appropriate resources or programs. More than 80 percent of the 9,300 persons referred between September 1971 and December 1975 were over the age of 64. Although most referrals were local, some came as far away as British Columbia and Florida for persons wishing placement locally. Of the 2,005 persons referred and placed in 1975, 1,063 came from acute disease hospitals, 201 from other institutions, 628 from the community within this District, and the remainder from elsewhere. There were 1,187 women, of whom 89.5 per cent were over the age of 64, and 811 men, of whom 65.8 per cent were over that age. In the opinion of their physicians, only 20 percent of all persons referred had normal memory, and only 13 percent had normal judgment. In the 64+ age group, 71.1 percent of the women were widows, and 25.9 percent of the men were widowers. One-third of those referred were living alone, and one-fourth with a spouse only. For placement, 453 patients went to private residences or boarding homes, often with the support of community services, and the remainder went to various institutions according to identified needs. Follow-up contact one month later showed conditions to be satisfactory in most instances. Deficiencies in the health care system were identified and reported to the Health Council.